— 


QUEBEC HILL; 


"OR, . 


- CANADIAN SCENERY. 


IE - 
* 


roku. 


IN TWO PARTS. 


BY 


* MACKAT. Ax. 


—ͤ—ä—— ꝙ—s nr roar 


— ———— EGO LAUDO RURIS AMOENTI. : 
_ RIVOS, ET uusco CIRCUMLITA Axa, NUMUSQUE. 


Os £ | LONDON: 
| PRINTED BY w. BLACKADER, TOOKE'S COURT, cnancery LANE, 
C AUTHOR; 


A 80¹ BY ELLIOT & KAY, STRAND, AND W. RICHARDSON, 


ROYAL-EXCHANGE. 


1797- 


| [Prices TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE. } 


oy 


- ku. 


— . rg DO EARTH ET oO 


r 


— 


Pall. 


= 


- 


ta 


. 
* 


a - 


Entered at 


rs 


LA 


a 


+ I 


2 
a 


ec 
F 
* 
% 
- 
* 
p 
* 
0 
q 
* 
* 
CY 
* 
wy 
4 
- 
; 
* 
> 
x 
% 
— - * — — 
WET. . 
3 ED” 
_ hy - 


— 


23 — 


1 r 2 


* 


Sz: 


| pant AC E. 


C 


E Wu EN a a literary publication i is deli of = 


3 internal evidences of merit, any endeavour to 


recommend it to the Public th a Preface is, 


undoubtedly, labour miſplaced. 


| Whether the following poetical production 5 
3 intitled to notice, the competent Reader . 
may decide for himſelf: but, ſhould it be 
| found entirely unintereſting, the Author fn- - - 

7 cerely wiſhes it N ſink into immediate ob⸗- 


livion. 


By far the e greateſt part of the Year was 
written in Canada, where the Writer has 
ſpent a conſiderable portion of his time. In 


the proſecution of the Work, „Peri has 
1 


1 


3 A PREFACE. 980 
been one of his chief ſtudies; avell aware, that 1 
no benefit can ariſe to the Reader from what 


he is unable to underſtand: et, notwith- 


© ſtanding his ſolicitude in this reſpect, a few 


explanatory Notes were conſidered, if not 


e 1 at leaſt not ot improper? 1 


5 10 Author is ſenſible the | FOR Poem 1 might 5 


2 kak been WER d, what ſome men of learn- 


ing term, more-poetical, if leſs attention had 


5 5 been paid to veracity; ; but, to lovers of truth, 
— apology 1 is necefliry on this | head, and, to. 


thoſe of a | contrary diſpoſition, none is due. 5 


pe the whole; the Poet i is not wittiows 
hopes, that ſome mall degree of ſatisfaction 5 


may reſult from the peruſal of a poem that 


treats, in ſome meaſure, of a country ſo re- 
markable for its romantic ſcenery, and. the 
viciſſitudes of extreme heat and intenſe c cold. 
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Ms Y Doric reed for 104. wad contend, 


The native ſcenes that ſcatter d round them lie, bo 
Engage | the mind, and charm tlie gazing eye; 
Here, woods and waters, wilds and vales conſpire 


5 Where fam d Quebec. aſpiring heights. ſac; :; f Ye 


To well clie cadence of the ruftic!lyre. !- Ro ed rt 


0 w Fx 10H. 


s- 1114 


The lawns of Vue, is bis aki ſhade, | 
Tho- in the poets choiceft colours clad, 

| Should here confeſs deſcription n more ſublime, 
Could my weak numbers emulate the clime. 
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On either hand, wide open on the view, 
Deſcending floods and groves of varied hue: 
Here, glitt᷑ ring hamlets ſwell along the dale, 5 

And fragrant foliage clothes the winding vale; 

Here, lovely bow „ unknown to claſſic lay 

And culture's charms, their mingled ſweets diſplay : 95 

There, foreſts ſpread beyond the bounded ſight, 117 

And crown the diſtant mountains tow'ring height. 
The varied verdure of each hill and — ER 
And ſimple grandeur of the rural e 1 
Bid Admiration's genial glow ariſe” 

As o'er the e whole the viſion dies“. 


Oft hate I Sn — de pouttrayd, | 
5 And oft the dangers of the 1 mazy ſhade, 
In early youth, when, by the rural blaze, 


The traveller told the tale of other days: - 


- With him explord the wide extending wood, 


Or climb d the h hill, or r croſod the en flood: 


11 ITE 0 : 4 - 


a The country ao Adee k about with 1 in a 7 de- 
gree delightful to ſuch as have a reliſh. for romantic ſcenery ; but the 
ſoil is, in general, poor, and unproductive of corn. Few parts of 
Canada are remarkable for their fertility in this reſpect ; and it is the 

quantity, and not the quality, of their lands that enables the inha- 


bitants of this country to export wheat and flour. GED ACA BEE 
| Now 


85 And haughty Xerxes hoſtile bands oppos d; 


, nn 5 


Now to theſe days Rant memory. refers, 
As realiz d th ideal ſcene appears. 


When Greece her kill! in arts and arms diſclosd, 


35 When great in arms the Roman ſtate aroſe, 
And proudly triumph d o'er her warlike foes; 
Theſe climes, unknown to foreign fame or rage, 


Nor felt their ſway, n nor ſwelld the poer's Page - 


| No muſty 0 can the curious trace, 
2 Engroſsd by annals of the ſavage race: 

: ; Involv d in darkneſs their atchievments hy 

75 Till fam nd Columbus fought ; a weſtern way“. 


The Antiquarian 3 may ſearch. in | vain 
For walls erected in Severus reign ; 2 

Or lofty towers that their declenſion how, 1 5 

Or. cities built ſome thouſand years ago: 

For arts and antiques viſt Eaſtern en, 
Here, Nature ſimple and ſublime 1 1s found: 


i | Atluding to the famous Columbus' having giſcovered America; 
or, at leaſt, ſome of its iſlands, while employed i ina fruitleſs 8 | 


to obtain a Ween paſſage to the E. Indies. 
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Alas! we bene funk in folly, ftrays 
Mong the "I the — Silplays. 


Ye who, in Anas; celebrate the Po, 

Or teach the Tyber in your ſtrains to flow, 

How would you toil for numbers to Packen 
The liquid grandeur of St. Lawrence Stream; 

Offspring of lakes that like to ſeas extend, 


Where floods, unknown, their willing tribute ſend; 9} 


Adorn'd by iſles, that, crown'd with trees, ariſe, | 
And hemm' d by lofty groves of various dyes: 3 


: 3 expanſe the vent rous trader dears 
© : The downy furs exchang'd for Britain's wares: 1 


: Here, as on Ocean 8 breaſt, the tempeſts roar, 
-.. And; round the bark, impetuous billows pour+: 
Nor ſafe the taſk to tread their winding ſhores, 
| Or range thoſe wilds the Indian explores; F 


CY The celebrated lakes of f upper Canada, now, in \ part, et to 
the United States: the largeſt of them, viz. Lake Superior, is ſaid 
to be 500 leagues, or 1500 miles . in neee and e leaſt, 


1 Lake ee about 200 leagues. | 1 


1 inc ſtorms are . on \ theſe lakes ; ; and the en 3 
large ſhip, mounting ſeveral guns, was loſt on Lake Ontario a few 


years ago, not to mention ſmaller veſſels. 1 


Where 
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The roe to yanquiſh, | or the foe to foil: 


A POEM. © 5 7 


Where danger's hue in diyers forms prevails, 


And ev'ry grove a hidden toe conceals. 


Here, prowling wolves their ſtruggling captives dear, 


And rattling ſnakes adviſe of perils near: 
Whene'er the ſtranger hears the warning ſound, 

He ſtarts, he flies to ſhun the baleful wound: 

80 fly the few to higher joys inclin'd, { 
From thoſe gay ſnares would wound their peace of mind: 
Here fiery tygers darting on their „„ | 
In comely forms, inſatiate rage _— : 

. The ſurly bear emerging from his den, 

7 In awkward prance explores the wood amain ; 33 65 

With circling paws, and high-ereQed creſt, 

; He folds the gaſping victim to his breaſt : 

85 On ev'ry fide the ſpeckled adder roves, 

And brutal warfare fills the chequer d groves. 


Thus, worldly pleaſures fair | 1n outward ſhow, 
Conceal che e that ever lurk below. 


Here, deep involv'd i in woods, the Indians range 


+ queſt of prey, or panting for revenge; 
With fixt reſolve, and nerves inur'd to toll, . 


With 


1 | QUEBEC. HILL. 


With ſteady aim they hurl their darts Gon far, 


And bleeding victims own the pointed war . 


— fens T, 
pread thro the woods, and hover Oer the plains; 


Cramps, fevers, agues, vent'rous traders ſeize, _ 
Who, ſeeking wealth, relinquiſh health and ales) 
A ſad exchange ! how dearly won that wealth, 
Acquird * loſs 8 ne and health Pe 


Between whey Kee his wide, tribute pours, 


5 An where extend Ontario's faelling ne 


: High ſoar Niagara's renowned Falls, 


Wboſe dreadful grandeur paſſengers 4 1 
With force collected, down the waters roll | 
Condenſed, ſpread, impatient of control: 


— 
8 


*% 


* The Indians of Canada are, in general, ae dextrous in 25 
the uſe of the bow and arrows; but, ſince their intercourſe with the 
| Eurppeans, they uſe rheſe and the fire- lock promiſcuouſly. ; 


* It i is not wonderful that the fever and ague, as nat as other ma- | 
ladies, are ſo prevalent in Upper Canada, a country, for the moſt 
part, covered with foreſts and lakes; and interſected with ſwamps 

Wich, in the ſummer ſeaſon, emit vapours highly deen to the 
human conſtitution, 


3 Th a of 


11 


5 


. Are i in the rapids of their paſſions caught;. 


5 At times, alarm'd, they ſtrive the ſhote to gain, 
But, deep nvoly' d, their efforts oft are vam; 


Thro pendant ſurges gaſping ges fly, a 


Oft, ſavage beaſts, deſcending from the wood, 
T0 lave their ſides or eroſs the ample flood, | 
Become involvd within the Rapids” verge, 
And downward urg d, hard ſtruggle to emerge; 
A vain attempt, ev'n birds partake ther fare, 
And ſeream and ſpread their feeble wings too late ; pt 
For as 'gainſt ſpeed augmenting they contend, 
1 Adown the _—_ . Ow: deſcend. | 


A POEM. his "y 
Now, o'er the talleſt cliff in chaos bright, 
The ſparkling volumn wings its giddy flight ; 
In one wide wave the bounding torrent uns, 
And echo ſwells reſponſive to its roars; 


And in the circling eddies lifeleſs lie; FF ; 1 9 


ks The riſing miſt obſcures the face of day, 
Faint ſeems the ſun, and feeble gleams his ray; 7 
Out from the ſcene the lofty banks retire, 


And ſhun the foaming torrent's mighty i ire. 


80 careleſs, roving men, "hrs of thought, 


8 And 
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1 And ſoon derwhelm'd, by exceſs! baleful breath, F 7 
In bloom of m prog Ws pangs Nin death. 


iii 00% 
W 


Unſettled ill the, rive er.pours FAY #1755} odos be 


; Thro ſloping glades, unknown to claſlic long: ; 
Or boils chaotic round each j Jutting rock, 
That, ſtubborn, ſhrinks not from its Wang thock 
At length, more calm, it murm ring glides nn 
While ſportive fiſhes on its ſurface play. 


8 Great are the treaſures of your ample a 


2 Py 
„ 


And large your tribute, wide-exending floods: J 


Slow parts the river from its final ſource®, 
= And various winding proſecutes i its courſe; 
While, with majeſtic dignity, -it « claims 
The humble tribute of the leſſer Was: 2 2 E 
Great! 18 the wealth i its fruitful waves enclsſe, bu, 
Theſe brightly gleam, and gold e thoſe; | 
5 The finny race its mighty current crowd, Gol A 
And _ the natives ry! food : 


7 * 9. wo 4 K - E 1 


» By ths river r St. Lame Gal ante is hems meant Lake 8 


3 rio, it being the laſt of the great lakes through which the moſt direct F 
and largeſt branch of thoſe bodies of Wu wacky form the St, Law-. 


rence, paſſes. 3 21 


14 


1 


A POEM. _ Pay 11 


As ſome choice ſain, bleſsd in a = feline mind, 
Intent on aiding each poor famiſh'd hind; 

His noble bent with ample means are crown d, 
Not to amaſs, but diſtibute around. 


= Long rolls che Kream, or rapid, « or ſerene, 
1 Now Oer the ſteep, and now along the plain; 
When, gentler gliding, it forgets to braul, 
As till i it laves the ſhores of Montreal“: Ine 
That verdant iſle, where we with commerce find 
The precious gifts of Nature amply join'd ; 


Enrich'd with culture, bloom i its fertile grounds, | 1 


And ſcenes romantic circumvent its bounds. 

: As down it flows how pleaſant i is the ſcene, 5 
The ſhade, the lawn, the burniſſrd cot i 1s ſeen : :. 
Hills, dales, and foreſts on each” border i 


And rural plenty ſmooths the tra ler s toil: 
Yet, here, neglected droops the human mind, 


Or, bred | in error, N blind+. 5 
„ ; Be 
* The large and beautiful Haw of Montiet ! is well know Op- DEE 
poſite the town of Montreal, there is a rapid which ſometimes. prevents 
ſhips from aſcending for ſeveral weeks: on this account it is much 
f regretted that the city was not built at the foot of the current. 5 


3 It may, not be improper to mention, that almöſt all the inhabi- 


rants of "Lover Canada are Papiſts. There is, of late, an Engliſh 
„„ e V»́kw 
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Be war my ſtrain, ſce where each placid wave 


Quebec's firm front with gentle murmurs lave; 


The frozen fetters that their courſe delay d, 


In glowing Summer's ardent ſunſhine led“, , 


Upon its waves the navies gently ride, 


And lo! a fleet approaching on the tide. 


The ſons of Britain baſten to the ſtrand, 


I See, where, beneath, in ſwelling crowds they fland! 


The eager groups with expectation glow, | 


As to the ſhore the ſlender barges row; . 


1 gay and buſy. have their various views, 


Theſe pant for merchandiſe, and thoſe for news. Ds 


, 17 


99 biſhop ſettled at 3 It is aid, he receives s 20001. per annum : 
his income, for one year, would be ſufficient to erect a church; yet, 
| hitherto, no Engliſh church has been built there. In Montreal there 
are two proteſtant churches. „ Go Bt 


+: "® In the ſummer ſeaſon, the weather, in 1 18 s extremely hot 7 


5 in Canada, except when the wind veers about to a northerly direction. 


| Some days i in July and Auguſt are ſaid to be as intenſely hot in this 
country as in the Weſt Indies. Frequently, in the months above- 


mentioned, the ſky appears in a great meaſure covered with red and 
inflammable clouds, while at- the ſame time there prevails ſuch a pro- 


found calm that one can ſcarcely determine from what quarter the wind _ 


blows. Theſe heats have been known to affect ſtrangers in an alarm- 
ing manner; and are generally followed by tremendous forms of thun- 


der: ang Ugptoing. 
The 
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A POEM. „ 


The ſtream, with lazy motion, pours along, 


While, in the ſun-beam, gleams the finny OR” ; 
Its heaving banks with rip'ning increaſe clad, 

| And, interſpers d, the cottages are ſpread. 
Higher, the flocks are ſkipping with their brood, 


How cloſe behind appears th entangled wood! 


The diſtant hills, with arbor richly clad, 
Afford the wild inhabitants a ſhade. 


Night ops 0 that, high, the proſpect OY 
Where deep dug trenches interſect the grounds; 3 


Cloſe by a ſtone, that ſwells upon che heath, 

Twas Wore, victorious, dos 'd his eyes in death! 
Beneath the gloom of night his navies weigb'd, 

And paſsd theſe threat ning turrets on the tide; 
He climb'd the frowning mountain's lofty fide ; 3 

He fought, and bled ! he conquer d, and he died! Vet 
Short was his ſpan on this terreſtrial vale, 8 1 

7” And when he tell, how n warriors fell! 


% - 


0 cruel Wars: how fraught with human woes ! 


Blood thy delight, and e thy pole! 


* 


How 


ba It i is neceffary to mention, that chis and the follow! Ing eleven verſes 


„ e dllade, 


= 14 1 QUEBEC. HILL. 


How doth thy fury wound the feeling foul, 
And ſcatter miſery from pole to pole! 


What art thou, Martial Fame, ſo highly priz . 


Where art thou ſought, or in what feats compriz at 7 
Upon the field of battle chou art ſought, 324 
By fire and ſword, by blood and carnage bought; ot 


Each bloody laurel that thy brow ſurrounds, 


Still points to widows, orphans, or to wounds; 
Still grieves Humanity to hear each deed, 
| That n new honours | 1 — head. 


2 


on this wide Plain no eiten geld ! is bene, Tabs 


No o rural hamlet variegates the ſcene; 
Here oft the covey reſts ſecure of foes, 


Ah, is a dream, how ſhort i is its repoſe! ! wt 


x diſtant grove conceals the artful ſwain, 8 
Who gently creeps a nearer view to gain; 5 
With gaze intenſe he takes his ſteady aim, 
And your his thunder on the — game. 


: alle to 3 and ſavage warfare, and the 8 deeds of this 


nature conferr on the principal actors, however  barigrous and unde 
ſerving i in reality. | 


* The Plains of Abraham. 


But, 


A POEM. 16 
„Betz hark! I hear the voice of joy and org, 
It iſſues from the barks that ſkim along; 
The ſimple matelots, a noiſy train, 

To plying oars keep time with tuneful ſtrain; 

The riſing notes with ſpeed to echo fly, 

Loud, and more u, the wy bills wy 


See to the left a a vale erde 


35 By yonder font, that, there its journey ends; 


The glitt ring ſun-beams on the current gleam, : 

As ſmooth it mingles with the greater ſtream; 

| Strew'd are its banks with many a rural charm, 
The blanchant cot, the ample well- fenced farm; ; 
- The, glimm ring glade, perfumrd with fragrant flow „ 


The ſhelter d garden, and the ſhady Wend 
- Here, loves the lark, on rapid wing, to ſoar, 


- 9 


And flutt ring ſongſters ſtrains harmonious 29 995 $267: 
Here, jocund youth and penſive : age repair, 25 
5 And buſy traders court a Pauſe from care. 


But, chiefly, view the dope of yonder hill, 


a Where ſcatter d huts extend along the rill; 


On either ſide, wide ſpreads the villa's „ 
And waving foreſts circumvent its grounds: 4 


There, 


16 uk REG HII. L. 


There, tam'd and ſtaid, the Indian ſeeks repoſe *, 
Nor {till imagines all the world his foes 
With art and care, he cultivates his lands, 


And gathers in their fruits with willing hands. 


Yet 'mong the few who ſhun the foreſts gloom, 


85 And Europe's garb and languages aſſume, 
Still floth and i ignorance our pity claim, 


And fiery draughts debilitate their frame. 5117 


5 Deſtructive liquids, Britain's cheriſh'd bane, 

What ghaſtly horrors flouriſh i in your train! i dT 
1 Bloated by you, the man of wit expires, | mY 
. And * nations feel your frantic fires. i 


| Lower, what landſcapes meet my wand ing e, 


| How gay the rural villages ariſe, 
The rip ning corn, flow wavers in the breeze, 
Midſt launs, enrichd with tufes of n. trees; 3 


* * Alluding to a colony of andi n ſettled many years 280, in Aa Mil- - 
lage called Lorette, at a few miles diſtance from Quebec. They are 


nov ſo far civilized as to cultivate their lands for their ſubſiſtence; yet 
many of them ſtill retain, not a little, of the indolent roving diſpoſition 
of their anceſtors. They are ſo far initiated in the doctrines of the 


church of Rome as to go to maſs, confeſs, &c. A colony of a fimilar 


8 nature exiſts near Montreal. 


The 
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A POEM. : 3 17 
The pointed ente each peaſant's right contains, 
And forms a barrier to the neighb'ring ſwains: 
Here, eaſy lives the hind, rich, void of pelf*, 
For freedom's eaſe, and competence 1s wealth: 
But here blind Superſtition holds his ſway ; j 
And artful Prieſtcraft leads the mind aſtray: 
Nigh yonder hill, where various verdure grows, 
The village ſpire its ſoaring ſtature ſhows; 
The dome beneath for worſhip i 18 aſſigr d, 
And thence, untaught, returns the weary hind. 
As humid vapours cloud the face of day, 
And lead the wand'ring traveller aſtray, 
80 papal miſts obſcure the peaſant: 8 mind, 
And to the cleareſt precepts keep. him blind. 


> Yet, here, the miſt commences to diſpell 


By flow degrees; its progreſs who can tell? 
May ſwift decay ſeize Superſtition's gloom, | TILL 

And true Devotion flouriſh f in its room; 

And placid Peace, that ſpurns Commotion's call, 
; And tender Oy the friend of all. 


* The . peaſantry might live very independent were thts 
but induſtrious; this, however, is by no means generally the caſe, and 
hence, ſome of them are in indigent circumſtances. 
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Adown the vale, with fixt regard, I trace 


Where Lawrence willing waves Orleans embrace; 
Its verdant ſhores, encircled by the floods, 


And round begirt by many- colour d woods: 
Enchanting proſpect! fair, delightful iſle, 


Where ſmiling plenty crowns the peaſant $ wil 
5 Here, Autumn, in his beſt attire, pd, 
And purling ſtreams are muſic to the ears; 


Here, the cuckoo his early viſit pays, 
And tuneful nightingales reſume their . 8 
How ſweetly varied i is the rural ſcene, 


1 Here, ſpreads the lawn, there, bends che golden g grain; 33 
Nigh each neat cot che well-ſtockd garden liess 9 
= And waving orchards, not unfruitful, me 
Upon the ſtream quick beats the noiſy mill, 
And well- fed cattle gambol on the hill; 


The featherd coyeys haunt each (| ſhady grove, 


Where, charm'd with Nature, I was wont to rove : * 
The maple- trees. their liquid treaſure. pour; 

And, by imparting, but increaſe their ſtore; 
Behind, the oak his ample branches ſpreads, : 


And ne cedars raiſe their io har heads. | petals 


Vet 


1 


5 POEM: - 5 5 N 19 
Vet as the landſcape, thus, in part pourtray'd, 
Admits of light, it will admit of ſhade: | 
Tho gay the ſcene, with varied foliage ſhows, 
And, viewd from far, in richer verdure glows: 
More near, is ſeen, the harveſt-choaking ee, 
| And pointed thiſtles on each hand appear; 
I ſee by orchards, crabs for apples borne, _ 

And greedy locuſts blaſt the ſpringing corn. 

"LE, who, thro life, ambition, ſtill enſlave , 

With groundleſs hopes, and airy views deceive, 

Ye know how chang d your proſpects ſtill appear, 
When you, like me, examine them more near. 


See, oer e + ning 1 0 ibis Dane, 
4 Hemm d in by woods, and profitably, SN 
There, Montmorency's, Falls: attract the car, 


Bo fancy, ſtill the foaming flood. L hear: 


The rapid ſtream rolls with diminiſh might, 
As if appalled by the gid ly height; 
But when, at length, more active, down i it pours, 


Like burſting, Shades 35 i its e roars: FL 
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2 Alliding: to mercenary ambition; for their i isa ſpecies of ambition, 
{ not only blameleſs, but commendable, + 
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Its troubled current in the Lawrence flows. a 


% 
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4 Impelld, the fiſhes ſwifter motion know, 
And dart, reluctant, in the gulf below; 


And while the torrent, ſtill unfettled glows, 


«0 


Behind theſe ſcenes the ample foreſts Fwy wick 


And form a midnight gloom beneath the ſhade ; 
| Deſcending floods im ſweet confuſion fall, 
Midſt ſtately pines, huge oaks, and cedars tall; 
5 The lofty hills, that, onward, riſe in crowds, 
= Oft hide their ſummits 1 in the bending clouds. 
- But now, nor duſky ſhades obſcure the ſky, 
Nor pregnant clouds portending tempeſt nigh; N 
5 Unveild, the mountains ſhow their lofty heads, 8 
Which form a contraſt to the humble meads: E | 
Save, that, from far, the intervening ſpace, 2 
Th unequal ſwellings of their ſides deface; 
That, richly cloth'd, in colours of the air, 


Increas d' in ſize, and more remote by. ar arſe an 


«- 1 
160 
. „3 
% 


My angle + „ averſe on vent rous wing to ſoar, 


| With pleaſure ſettles « on the rural bow * 


7 


M uſe, or imagination. 


"We 


Where now the flocks hie homeward oer the plain, 
And tender lambkins to their dams complain; . 
The reapers 101% from the fields retire, 3 
And curling clouds announce the ev ning fire. 
The yellow Indians gather on the ftrand, 
5 And puſh their lender canoes out from land; 
With gentle ſtrokes their paddles cleave the flood, 
True to the touch their nimble barges ſcud: 
Hark! how in native ſtrains they wildly yell, 
While pliant echoes ſtill reſponſive ſwell. 
The ſated angler, richly laden, leaves 
- The friendly Lawrence pure, prolific waves, 
A while reſpiting the unwary brood, 
Who round his ſnares, ſecure of danger, crowd. 8 
The feather d warblers : now forſake the dale, 
And i in the matted groves their plumes conceal, 
No more to raviſh with melodious lays, 
Till radiant Phœbus! pours the morning blaze. 


See, underneath, the parting ſolat beam, . 

i With milder luſtre trembles oer the ſtream; ” 
See, how the ling ring ſhips have ſpread each fail, 
| To court the influence of the dying gale; 
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The weary ſailor, toils and dangers. o'er, 


With kindling rapture ſpies the welcome ſhore. 


How ſweet, how lovely, is chis ev ning baum, 170 
How fraught with fragrance each ſurrounding bow'r! ; 
Fach fiery cloud, that lately ſcorch'd the wind, 
In lightning loſt: no ſickly dews deſcend: Lat) 
The fanning breezes, gently flutt ring, ee g 1 8 
The grateful odours of the flow ry. mead; 2 


The ſolar orb on azure ſky declines, ona 5 
And, on the 1 ſcene, ſerencly | ſhines. 5 


* 
' hs 


Thü, glides the « ey ning of fome gentle lage, 
Refin'd by grace, and ſilver « Oer with age; e 
His cloſing day recedes from ſky ſerene, Ho 5 . 


— 


And purer ſunſhine gilds i its ſerting ſcene. . 
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PART | bi 


5 thts: on theſe heights, the Muſe delighted ſung, 5 
5 While fragant verdure various round her ſprung, 3 
How chang d the ſtream, the woodland, and the (Plain, g 

One dreary waſte ſucceeds the blooming ſcene ! 1 


1 Save where the ſpiral pine, and hardy thorn, {3 


And cedar, green, their native ſpot adorn; 
3 where ſome plants of leſs deſtinguiſh'd forms,” 
| Spread o'er the ſcene, and bloom amid the ſtorms. | 
The featherd ſongſters ſhun the leafleſs bow” 1 oh 
7 Where, in ſoft | notes, they haibd the morning hour; 1 
To greener ſhades the nightingale repairs, . 
And, near the line, a warmer ſeaſon ſhares. 


No 
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No more the roſes glow along: the mead, 

No more the groves their wonted odours ſhed; 

The nipping froſt their tender branches wound, 5 

And roaring winds diſperſe their leaves around; 
No more theſe fields the charms of culture know, 

Nor Joyful peaſants guide the * . 


As where Siberia's barren,regian bes N | 
Here, ſhow rs deſcend, and. hoy vhng g tempeſts riſe; 3 
Keen piercing froſts condenſe the falling ſnow, 
£ And thick "ning. flogds with, fainter, nurmurs flow: 4 
5 The ſhiv ring ] hind forſakes the cheerleſs plain, 
2 Where Winters train in chilly rigour, reign: 


1 5 Stem Winter rules, in frigid ſplendours clad, 
„ That Oer each object his dominion; ſpread; _ 


His hoary robe the ſleeping earth js" "ON 7 
Arreſts the floods, and levels hills and wales! 


e a 


How Aill theſe heights! No more is 6 TA around, 
. grating ſaw, or hammer's pond rous ſound ; 

| No more their ſtrokes reverb” rate on the ear, 

Or, borne by echo, murmur in the air: 

In ſhelterd ſheds the drooping artiſts meet, 

Where flaming faggots aid the vital heat. 
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A POEM. . 
See, underneath, where wide extends the plain, 
That cheequerd ſeems with carriages and men; 
Where now the courſer drives the gaudy car *, 
And weary ſteeds drag on their loads from far; 
There, once, the barges ſkimm'd along the Noun, 
And fiſhes: glitter d in the ſolar beam: 15 
ere, late, the ſhips the yielding current cleave, 
And ſwiftly bounded oer the ſwelling wave; 

But now its breaſt, in frozen fetters bound, 
Vopielding, emulates the rocks — 


How black appear ha dark difrarlod woods, 
in Ariking ex contraſt to the frozen floods; | 


* In the - winter aſian many af the inhabitants of. Quebec. ank he 
' themſelves by riding on the ice in carioles, or carriages without wheels. 
On theſe occaſions t they are accommodated with warm fkins; ſometimes 
| lined with flannel, or green baize, with which they may, if neceſſary, 
cover their whole bodies, while their heads are 5 1 with fur cap. f 


+ The river St. Lawrence is every winter Kiten between Quebec and 
1. Iſle D- Orleans, or the Iſle of Orleans, about a league and a half 
from that city; but not annually from ſide to ſide at Quebec. There, 
the river becomes very narrow, and the current ſtrong; the ackion of 
the tide is alſo a preventative; for though the ſea does not come with- 
in ſeveral leagues of Quebec, yet the tide, by preventing the fired 
from deſcending with its uſual rapidity, raiſes the water to a great 
height, and thus enables it to ſhatter ice of a vaſt thickneſs. The 


fragments of ice, thus torn from the reſt, ſwell into impending *. 
and ien mountains. 


ſh 


= 
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: Unable thro” the des, of ſnow to wade, 
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Theſe, clad in ſnow, refle& a dazzling light, 
"ONE wrapp'd i in __ relieve the "Oy _ 

Let cach benin whe, with unſeaſon'd eyes*, bores 
Meets thoſe bright beams, that, ſnow-reflected, riſe; 
For now the Sun, unclouded, drives his car, 


Thro' pureſt air, where ſeldom ſhades appear; 


His radiant beams, uncheck, more dazzling flow, | 
7, Blaze on the ice, and glitter on the fnow: 
Save, when the tempeſt gathers on the day, 
5 Obſcures the ſkies, and checks the ſolar ray; 
Terriffic grandeur! when dark ſhowr rs deſcend, 
= Upon the Pinions of the raging wind; = 
Howling amain thro yonder woodland waſtes, 


| That wave their hoary | branches 1 in the blaſts; 


While former ſnows in circling eddies e 
And meet the falling torrents in the ſkies! 


7 


The ſhiv ring ſavage loiters i in his ſhed ＋. 


OY 


Mt When the cold! is wel Ine in Canada; the ths 4 is th y un- 
clouded : on theſe occaſions the organs of ſight, eſpecially of knee. 


are much impaired by the flood of light to which they are expoſed, un- 
leſs provided with ſome ſhade, ſuch as green” or black gauze &c. to 


blunt its ſplendor. 275 | Ser e 


5 Meaning the Indians that live in \ the woods around and betow Que- 
c | | bec. 
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His uſeleſs bow lies careleſs by, unſtrung, 
Or to the humble roof is pendant hung ; 
Supinely feaſting on his former toil, 

He longs again the ſately deer to foil; 
| Or, if he ventures in the woods, to trace 

The. recent footſteps, or aſſume the chace, 
Short can he ſtray, the dreary groves around 

The utmoſt verge of his excurſions bound. 
The greedy wolf, with caution, treads the wild, 
| Where, gainſt the roe, he doubtful conflict held; 
The artful carcajou, with circling tail, 
Can ſcarcely longer o'er the elk cgi 


5 The ſleepy bear 1 is to his den confin'd, 


With nodding creſt, unequal moves the kind; 
- The hungry tygers fill more fierce appear, 
And ſavage e fill the ambient air. 


The northern winds; now v ſweep ha the woods, — 
55 Fraught with the ardour of the frozen floods, 

That ſtretch along the pole, keen as the gales, 

T hat ſpread athwart Siberia's cheerleſs vales. 


lic. In we upper country, where the winter is 3 mild, and the 
| fs are leſs deep, the Invages range through the woods at this ſeaſon 
k of the year much as uſual. 


Out 


= 5 ' QUEBEC ZVV 
| Out from the arctic pole the porent blaſts; 
A Swift wing their flight, and oer the dreaty waſtes, 
Both land and ſea, that form the utmoſt north, 
1 don hnkd together, howling, they ruſh forth 
'Y To where, as yet, the agitated . 1105 
ñ„„ the bonds that Greenland's ſhores enchain: | ; 
| A while, the ocean, mindful on defence, | | 
5 With ſhifting billows blunts the cold intenſe : 
| .- Its ſurface thicken'd by the chill around, 
| De More heavy, ſinks i into the depth ee 
3 And, as the billows from the wind recede, 
0 S.till warmer draughts the empty ſpace en * 
55 when, in courſe, the waters all aſcend, 
And all confeſs the action of. the wind, 
More ſlow the ſurface from the bla 


C. * 
4 
— 2 = 


trecedes It 
The cold the action of the tide impedes; 
© FE reſtleſs floods become a ſolid plain, 


men ES main. 
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Ww lt wonder is it t that this potent gale, | 15 
Which oer the mighty ocean can prevail, F 
To which the hardy ſon of Greenland e, 

And binds our navies in its frozen helds ! 
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What wonder, tho' it here pervade each ſcene, 


And o'er thoſe wilds, and o'er theſe rivers rei gn! e 


How heedleſs he, in ſcanty veſtments clad, 
That, careleſs, ventures on the ice to tread, 


When, Oer theſe regions, piercing Boreas blows, 
Hovls thro the woods, and drifts the new-laid ſnows. 


. If far he ſtray, the keen etherial flood, 
Pervades his in, and thickens all his blood; 
His frigid limbs forego their native hue, 
Then livid red gives. way to deep ning blue; 


1 The ſanguine current ſtagnates 1 in his veins, 


And cold, intenſe, his active pow” rs enchains. : 


8 Happy, at length, if ſome obſequious Ts, 


Io his maim d limbs a ſhelter may procure: 3 
But if the wand'rer finds no like reſource, 
Behold the ſequel i in the frozen corſe, yo 

That lies, perhaps,. unheeded in the ſnows, 


T il aaa. thaws the hidden pot diſcloſe. | 


: Nor 6 the felds whos the cold prevails, 
| Nor only there pervade the frigid gales; 


The ſhelterd domes confeſs their ſearching 1 


+ Which pierces walls, and iſſues from — 
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The ſhiv'ring ſtranger ſees with new ſurprize, 
As in the morn his chamber he ſurveys, 

That fields of ice the ſolid maſs pervade, 
And on the wall like * charts are ſpread. 


No more hb FO CPR climbs the hoary height, 


Foremoſt to ſpy the navies come in fight; 
Or ſhould his eye, accuſtomd to explore | 
The utmoſt verges of the neighb'ring ſhore, 
Unmindful, glance along the frozen ſtream, 
d Soon he recovers from his waking — 
Perhaps, to count the months that ſhall recede, 1 
e Ere Commerce rears her languid head. | 


Full many a Briton 125 « deplord the day-, 1 


That to theſe regions he reſolv'd to ſtray, I, 
Where commerce varies like the ether ſtream, 
: And Winter paſles 1 not : unlike a dream. 


Of al the Engliſh oh have choſen Canada as the ſeat of their en- 


deavours to acquire opulence and independence, few have been ſucceſſ- 
ful. This may, in ſome meaſure, be owing to the ſituation of the coun- 


try, inacceſſible in the winter ſeaſon, except by land: and this cireum- 


ſtance, as it procures for the man of reflection leiſure to proſecute his 


ſtudies, is taken advantage of by the profligate, or 4 the ignobie Purpo- 
ſes of riot and diſſipation. 9 5 


. How 
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How * a field for thoſe who love to err, 
And make their pleaſures their peculiar care 
Some, void of thought, with mein fantaſtic rove, 
And ſhake the dice, or breath th' ideal love; 
While, crowds combin'd, their mental pow'rs impair, 
By ſcorching draughts, that ſhort-liv'd j Joys confer : : 
Alas! how few adhere to virtue true, 
Or ſtamp their conduct with i its heav'nly law! 
Ho very few the right from wrong can ſcan, 
Or, knowing, prize this privilege of man! 


Does Winter, then, 1 no ſoothing charms diſplay; ? 
| Are all departed with th autumnal ray? ; 
| No---here we {till ſome local pleaſures find, 
Some mental joys are to no clime confin'd : 

2 Now, wrapp'd i in furs, the wealthy mount their cars, 
Each, ſmoothly gliding, like a barge appears; 
Now ſtudy courts whoever will but dare 

Spurn ſenſual joys, and each ignoble care. 

Now, ſoothing Hope freſh offers to the view, 

„ Thoſe rural charms that Summer's flight withdrew, 

F Again to bloom when ſome ſhort months revolve, 

And verde chaus the Winter 8 * diſſolve; 


| When 
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When parting Spring's more ardent warmth begins, 
Ere radiant Phœbus quits th aerial twins. 
Then ſhall the dreary woods again look gay, 
And fleecy flocks on flow'ry meadows play; 
Then, ſhall the groves their balmy odours ſend, 
Upon the pinions of the whiſp'ring wind: 
Then Philomela ſhall reſume her lays, 
And Aute ring warblers ſtrains melodious raiſe; 
5 Then, ſhall the navies on our ſhores appear, 
And Trade, again, reſume his full career. 
Thus, buſy Hope the active mind employs, 
by fill RIO" to untaſted j 105 N 


80, when his days with wintry clouds are ſpread, 
And howling tempeſts gather round his head; 

| The wiſe man ſoars on Hope's celeſtial wing, 
Towards the an of eternal ſpring. 


: Now, having ſung Canadian de a vales, ; 
ts Summer's heat, and Winters frigid gales, 
Let me remark, as climates I compare, 
And manners note, tis Britain 1 prefer. 
Dear iſle! where temp'rate years their empire hold, 
Free from extremes of ardent heat c or cold; 


: Thy- 
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Thy ſpacious fields, tho generous the ſoil, 
Exertion claim, and urge thy ſons to toil: 
Compleatly bounded by the mighty main, 
No neighb'ring ſtate intrudes on thy domain: 
Thy commerce, trade, and induſtry ſurpaſs, e 
What Europe ſhows, or Carthage wean amaſs: 1 
Ah then, beware thro luxury to fall, 25 
And ſelfiſh pride, the common foes of all. 
Delightful iſle! injur'd by artful men, 
Fomenting broils, in hopes of Private gain; 
Not gain, but loſs, when on ſuch terms procurd, : 
And, by baſe arts, from indigence ſecurd. 
Yet, lo where weſtern climes their foreſts fpread, - 
Diſorders ſpring, and faction rears its head: on 
F or, in each ſtate, are reſtleſs ſons of ſtrife, 


pe) Who, gill unhappy, Rill moleſt thro life. 


Britain, to thee my ventrous courſe I bend, 
1 85 From realms remote, where beaſts with men contend; 
= Where culturd fields but narrow tracts diſplay, _ 


55 Hemm'd i in by wilds, where ſavage nations ſtray. 


The novelty of- lonely wilds and woods, 
And defurt hills, and wide expanding floods, 
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Full ſoon ſubſides: and then we long again, 

N For gayer ſcenes, the ſmiling haunts of men: 

Vet, ſmall delight i in local views we find, 

Compar'd te that ariſing from the mind : 196 

The chaſten'd mind, where purer pleaſure grows, 2 8 

And; joy receiving as it joy beſtows. 

In ev'ry region , 
Are local comforts {till commix'd with Wade; ty 
Pair fragrant flow: rs the lurid heath adorn, 

5 And tender roſes ripen on the thorn. 6 
If there's a ſpot you prize above the reſt, 
And there to live conceive is to be bleſt: 


| Your wiſh attain 'd, and this lov'd ſpot your hare, 11 


New wants diſturb, new wiſhes claim your care. 
Ev'n i in the boſom of domeſtic j joy, 
We ever trace a mixture of alloy. 
More proofs unite, in teaching, 4 bliſs, 
Fr rom aught below, Is all we can poſſeſs: | 
And, thus, invoke our bigher hopes to riſe, 
Beyond che world, and centre in the ſkies. 


IRE END. 
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